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Kathleen Woods Richardson

“The aviation business is an important, thriving industry in Greater 
Fort Lauderdale. Miramar is proud to be home to many high-
impact aviation companies that call Broward County home.”
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Its hub is Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport (FLL), which has an annual 
economic impact of more than $13.2 billion. 
Other facilities include Fort Lauderdale Executive 
Airport (FXE), the John Fuhrer Downtown 
Helistop, and North Perry Airport. (See 
Infrastructure chapter for more information.)
 South Florida is a hotbed of aviation activity, 
with more than 46,000 workers across the region 
– a talent pool that is steadily increasing, thanks to 
the region’s aviation and aerospace education and 
training programs. 

An Aerospace ‘City of the Future’
A 2015 survey by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
ranked Florida first in the nation as the best state 
for aerospace companies. Lower taxes, moderate 
operating costs and a large number of educational 
institutions were key factors in the state’s second 
annual No. 1 ranking.
 More recently, FDI Strategy named Greater 
Fort Lauderdale to its list of “Aerospace Cities 
of the Future 2016/17.” The article noted that 
Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport provides an 
infrastructure that facilitates the development 
of aviation businesses. The general aviation 
airport area houses more than 150 aviation sector 
companies and employs more than 5,000 people. 
The airport itself is equipped with 447 hangars and 
an industrial airpark, providing office, warehouse 
and industrial space. 
 Investment incentives include a qualified target 
industry refund, and a foreign trade zone, which 
offers industry tax refund incentives to encourage 
business development. “The airport management 
committee runs an annual internship program 
to local aerospace and aviation students, which 
produces experienced 
graduates for potential 
investors,” said the article.

A Regional Maintenance Council
The Miami Maintenance Management Council 
(MMMC) recently changed its name to the 
South Florida Aviation Maintenance Council 
(SFAMC), and merged with the Miramar Aviation 
Consortium.  “Our name change and merger 
exemplifies the growth of the organization as 
well as the aviation industry in the region,” said 
Kim L. Merced, president of the SFAMC. “In 
South Florida, numerous large and small aviation 

MRO companies, as well as auxiliary and support 
companies are based in Miami-Dade, Broward and 
Palm Beach Counties.” 
 The Alliance works closely with the SFAMC 
to build the aviation industry in Greater Fort 
Lauderdale and across South Florida. SFAMC 
will unite the aviation maintenance community 
regionally in order to support, encourage, educate 
and promote the significant base of maintenance 
operations in the area. 

Investing in the Sector
Many companies in the aviation sector are also 
investing in Greater Fort Lauderdale, including:
• GA Telesis Composite Repair Group, LLC 
has more than tripled since 2012. Now one of the 
world’s largest commercial aerospace firms, the 
Fort Lauderdale company has more than $1 billion 

Greater Fort Lauderdale’s aviation industry is a multibillion-dollar sector, 
including airlines, airframe and engine manufacturers, component parts suppliers, 

maintenance repair and overhaul (MRO) facilities and allied industries such as banking 
and insurance. 

The aviation and aerospace industry soars in Greater Fort Lauderdale, 
where the “954” area code stands for a quality workforce

The Sky’s the Limit
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A New Training Facility
Broward College and Diversified Companies 
broke ground in May for a new aviation facility 
at the North Perry Airport in Pembroke Pines. 
When complete, the new facility will have 
91 hangars, exclusive pilots lounge, and a 
home for the expansion of Broward College’s 
Aviation Institute.  Broward College will lease 
three hangars for its Aviation Maintenance 
Management Associate of Science program, 
and will house four classrooms, faculty offices, 
and shop space in its 13,500 square feet. 
Currently, there are 225 
students in the program, 
and 150 on the waiting 
list. It is anticipated the 
new facility to be ready for 
spring 2017. 

in assets currently under 
management in the United 
States, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Finland and 
China. About half of its 500 

employees are based in Fort Lauderdale. 
• Heico Corporation, a Hollywood-based parts 
supplier, is the largest aerospace company by 
revenue in Broward County. Its flight support 
and electronic technologies groups have acquired 
a number of aviation-related businesses around 
the world in recent years. 
• Embraer, one of the world’s largest aircraft 
manufacturers, added a new maintenance 
and overhaul facility to its North American 
headquarters, customer service and support 
complex in Fort Lauderdale to serve the executive 
jet and commercial jet sectors.
• GE Aviation moved to a larger facility 
in Pompano Beach to develop, test and 
manufacture advanced electrical power 
conversion products.  
• Turbine Controls, Inc. has expanded its 

aircraft engine component maintenance facility 
in Miramar
• 1st Choice Aerospace in Miramar recently 
expanded and added 40 new jobs. The company 
repairs aircraft components, including crew 
seats and fuel systems. 
• Private Jet Charter, one of the world’s largest 
independent private jet charter brokers and 
consultants, launched its North America 
expansion plan by establishing its regional office 
in Fort Lauderdale.  
• Kellstrom Defense Aerospace added 20 
employees to its Miramar facility. 
• Lufthansa Technik Component Services 
expanded its aircraft MRO operation in 
Miramar adding 24 jobs.
• CTS Jet Engines, which is an MRO company 
based in Fort Lauderdale that focuses on jet 
engines. 
• JetSmarter, which offers luxury travel through 
flight booking for the private aviation industry, 

recently expanded in Fort 
Lauderdale.
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